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Those Present:   
Amanda Bibby – Chairperson, Andy Dickinson – Treasurer, Ann Edwards – Social Secretary/Minute 
Taker, Norman Moors – Estate Manager, Pat Richardson – Webmaster, Ian Ricketts – Seed 
Secretary, Diane Mawer – Plot Allocator, Ken Pearce – Plot Allocator, Lyn Lindsey and Harold Galvin, 
both of Blandford Town Council, plus 21 Allotment Holders. 
Apologies for absence:  
Dave Buchan 
1. Amanda welcomed everyone to the meeting, and in particular the representatives of the Town 

Council.  
2. Minutes of the last AGM 

Unfortunately, these were not available.   The main matter arising was the resignation of our 
previous Chair, Bill.  Amanda thanked all the Committee who, since September last year, have 
worked to: 

a. Achieve more shared responsibilities 
b. Ensure that paperwork and data we hold is accurate. 
c. Improve the shared spaces in allotments through Community Action Days 
d. Create opportunities to meet and support each other. 

Amanda thanked everyone on the Committee and particularly Maureen Cawley and Dave 
McGaw who did so much to get us back on the right footing with our plot register. Amanda 
reminded the meeting that all Committee Members are unpaid volunteers and that Norman 
Moors had worked particularly hard for everyone and that he does everything unpaid.   
 
Amanda said that all the current committee members, as follows, are willing to be re-elected.  
She proposed a group nomination, which was proposed and seconded from the floor, and 
carried unanimously.  
 Amanda Bibby   Chairperson 
 Andy Dickinson  Treasurer 
 Ann Edwards   Social Secretary/Minute Taker 
 Diane Mawer & Ken Pearce Plot Allocation 
 Ian Ricketts   Seed Secretary and Competitions 
 Norman Moors  Overseeing Elizabeth Road and the site management of both 

sites - with the support of Ian Ricketts and Dave Buchan 
 Pat Richardson  Webmaster 
 Dave Buchan   Upkeep of allotments 
3. Presentation by Lyn Lindsey 

Ms Lindsey was welcomed by Amanda and introduced to the meeting.   She said that the new 
school is definitely happening, and the plans are currently on the table, although still in their 
infancy.   The Town Council will need to have the freehold of the land proposed for the siting of 
the new allotments, and in fact, she said that had already happened, and the Town Council now 
do actually hold the freehold.  She thought that we could rely on 2 years before anything might 
be happening, and in particular, they recognised that it is extremely important that crop 
rotation is taken into account when the time comes for the move to be made.  We will be 
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provided with more on site storage than we have at the moment, so that each allotment holder 
will have a shed in the new building.  She said that everything else will be as good, or better, 
than we enjoy at the moment.  In particular: 

a. The soil will be enriched and cleared of stones 
b. Sheds/greenhouses will be taken into account when moving, and a mechanism will be 

put in place for their removal. 
c. She said that the Town Council will put in the very best facilities for us. 

There were just a couple of questions from the floor, which were fully answered. 
4. Treasurer’s Report – Andy Dickinson 

Andy presented his accounts from 2015 to June 2016.  There was a surplus of £1,073.17.  He 
asked everyone to watch out for water leaks, as our water rates bill had been affected by water 
leaks.  The leaks had been rectified. He said he is trying to get a reduction in the insurance 
premium for the tractor and is awaiting a response to his enquiries. Sale of the seeds had 
generated a profit of some £50 into the accounts, which was welcome. Water butt tops had 
been renewed.  Locks had been renewed. Lights at Elizabeth Road had been installed. Various 
new notices had been erected.   Bearing these costs in mind, the surplus at the end of 
September would be in the region of £816. 

5. Report on Elizabeth Road by Norman Moors 
Vandals had attacked Elizabeth road allotments, and had upturned all the water barrels, broken 
gates, locks and fences.  Norman had overseen the erection of notices, cameras, and solar 
lights.  The vandalism had thankfully now stopped because of all the measures he had taken, 
including informing the police and taking their advice.  It was pointed out that because Elizabeth 
Road allotments belong to NDDC, there is a possibility in the future that the land could be 
needed for development, without notice, even though at the moment there is no hint of this.  
The Town Council representatives intimated that they owe a huge debt of gratitude to Norman 
for his faithful and hard work keeping the area clean and managed, and that he had received an 
award for this during the recent Mayor-making ceremony.  The Community Action days 
undertaken in the year had helped Norman greatly to keep Lamperd’s Field Allotments’ 
communal areas in good order. 

6. Report from Social Secretary – Ann Edwards  
Ann said that at the beginning of the year the following were agreed: 

a. Scarecrow Competition 
Winner to be announced tonight. 

b. Biggest Sunflower competition 
Winner to be announced tonight. 

c. Annual Barbecue 
This took place on June 26th, with some 36 people attending.  A marquee and gazebo 
were erected. We brought food to share, and had meats barbecued by Andy and Ian.  It 
was a great success. 

d. Best Plot 
Winner to be announced tonight 

e. Monthly coffee mornings with free coffee, tea and freshly baked cake plus short talk. 
Coffee mornings started in March 2016 and will finish in October 2016.  They take place 
on the first Saturday in the month at 11 am. 
4th March – Pat Moore gave a talk on “Seeds, nourishing and planting” 
2nd April – Andy Dickinson gave a talk on “How to make your scarecrow” 
7th May – Andy gave a talk on “How to make your raised beds” 
4th June – Diane Mawer gave a talk on “Pest Control” 
2nd July – Norman and Ian spoke about and made water butt lids 
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6th August – Mike Holloway, Gardner responsible for the wonderful landscaped gardens 
at Woodhouse Gardens in Blandford, gave an interesting talk about his work. 
3rd Sept. – Andy talked about “Overwintering your plot” 
1st October – Ian Ricketts will talk on “Pruning and manuring” 
These mornings have become very successful with the one in September running out of 
chairs!  March brought 8 allotment holders – September brought 20! 

The Social Secretary appealed for volunteers to do the 10 minute talk next year, and 
expressed her gratitude to the Webmaster for her work in advertising all events and more.  
She has made a big contribution to the communication between the committee and the 
allotment holders. 

7. Report from Pat Richardson – Webmaster 
Pat said she had volunteered to take on the task of setting up the website, and that this had 
been a huge learning curve for her.  This had been set up at the end of January and is 
www.blandfordallotments.com.  She was pleased to see that it had received 380 hits. She would 
like to have a page for the Elizabeth Road site, and appealed for material to start up this section. 
She urges everyone to use the site as it contains photos of the committee, minutes of meetings 
and lots of other useful information. She is considering the possibility of starting up a blog.  She 
thanked everyone for their input throughout the year. 

8. Report on plot allocation by Diane  
Diane explained that the Committee had faced the challenge of numbering the plots, and 
matching plot numbers to individuals.  It had been a nightmare for both her and Ken but she 
said that finally, after many hours work, she and Ken had been able to come up with plot 
details.  She said there are 20 on the waiting list, and some 8 vacant plots.  She and Ken were 
busy allocating the empty plots.  There was a vote of thanks from the chair for both Diane and 
Ken for taking on this important task. 

9. Amanda Bibby – Chairperson 
Amanda outlined the procedure for yellow and red cards.  Some plots are not maintained, and it 
will be these which will be sprayed off, if the Committee can’t get to the plot holder.  It had 
been decided to put yellow or red cards staked in the middle of offending allotments, as well as 
sending letters.  This had worked well elsewhere.  She urged those who are ill and unable to 
keep up their plot to inform the Committee, who will arrange for a work party to help them.   
Also, if a person is absent, please inform the Committee.  She requests that paths and roadways 
are kept clear for access.  

10. Seed update, Sunflower competition and Scarecrow competition, plot judging and presentation 
of awards – Ian Ricketts 
Ian handed out the new seed catalogues.  He said that last year there had been around £50 
profit, which went into allotment funds and appealed for seed orders to be with him by the last 
week in October please. 
Sunflower competition had lots of impressive entries.  The winner was Diane Mawer, whose 
sunflower measured 8 ft 9 inches. 
Scarecrow competition was won by Val and Barbara. 
Best Plot Cup Lamperd’s Field was won by Brooke McCallum 
Best Plot Cup Elizabeth Road was won by Barry Gould 
Honorarium for Norman. A cheque was presented to Norman for his professional services that 
he cheerfully renders without charge.  There was a standing ovation for Norman. 

11. Closing comments. Amanda urged everyone to pay their rents promptly and to respond to the 
public consultation about the changed use of the site. 

12. The meeting closed at 7.45 pm with Amanda thanking everyone for being present. 
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