
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Those Present: Ian Ricketts – Chairman, John Harding – Treasurer, Barbara Marjoram - Plot Allocator/Seed 
Secretary, Ann Edwards – Social Secretary/Minute Taker, Diane Mawer – Plot Allocator, Peter Brundish – 
Committee, Dave Buchan - Committee, Cllr Lyn Lindsey of Blandford Town Council, plus 30 Allotment 
Holders.   
Apologies for absence: Committee:  Ken Pearce – Plot Enforcer, Virginia Barnard – Webmaster, Phil 
Williams – Elizabeth Road.  Plot holders: Christopher Barnard, Madeleine Bridle, Judith Potts, Violet 
Dickson, Martin Prior, Amanda Bibby, Andy Dickenson. 
1. Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, and in particular the Mayor, Cllr. Lynn Lindsay, 
representing the Blandford Town Council.  

2. Minutes of the last AGM 
A copy of last year’s minutes, this year’s agenda and the Treasurer’s report for 2019 were given to all 
members present.  The minutes and Financial Report were agreed and signed.  Ian thanked everyone 
on the Committee for their hard work and commitment throughout the year.   

3. Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising. 

4. Chairman’s Report 
Ian reported that there had been a break-in at Lamperds Field.  Thieves cut their way through the 
hedge by the roundabout and broke into 90% of the sheds.  As a result, three strimmers were taken. 
Police were informed. We were unable to claim on insurance as the items were not securely locked 
away. If they had been in the allotment shed, they would have been covered. So we are going to build a 
more secure unit in there where people can keep their power tools. This will be paid for from the ring 
fence fund. We have had a number of plot holders asking for permission to erect wooden sheds. Our 
present agreement forbids wooden sheds. Ian has approached the Town Council, and they have agreed 
that we can change the terms of the agreement to allow for wooden sheds. We have a letter 
confirming this.  The tractor and grass cutter have been serviced, thanks to Phil Allen, which has saved 
us a lot of money. 
The new gate code went well, so it will be retained. Our Facebook account is going well, with 84 
members. This is a closed group, so only plot holders and their families are eligible. It is for allotment 
talk, etc. All other information can be found on our website www.blandfordallotments.co.uk. 
 
We now have an allotment phone if anyone needs to contact a member of the Committee.  This is 
07726127563. 
Ken Pearce has stepped down as plot allocator, but remains on the Committee. Barbara Marjoram has 
taken on this role.  A very big thank you for all his hard work and commitment over the past two years.  
  

5. Presentation by Cllr Lynn Lindsay 
Councillor Lindsay was welcomed by the Chairman and introduced to the meeting.  Cllr Lindsay said 
that nothing much had changed regarding the relocation of the allotments. There are still no firm plans 
to relocate for the foreseeable future, and even though talks are ongoing, nothing will happen for 
several years.  In any event, allotment holders won’t lose out, as they will be allocated an allotment, 
like for like, according to the details already thrashed out and agreed between the Town Council and 
the Blandford Allotment Society Committee.  In fact, plot holders will get the best possible. 
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She thanked the Committee for inviting her to the Annual Barbecue, which she thoroughly enjoyed, 
along with her family. Cllr Lindsay said that the Management Committee and the Town Council have an 
excellent working relationship. 
Regarding Elizabeth Road, the Town Council had organised the disposal of around 90 bags illegally 
tipped. Dorset County and the Town Council are active in persuing the perpetrators. 

6. Treasurer’s Report – John Harding 
       Accounts 2018/2019.  Looking at Income, the brought forward figure was somewhat less than the 
      previous year due to the final settlement of overdue water bills from the previous year. 
      Rental payments were approximately £350 ahead of last year as Ken sorted out the vacant plots and 
      managed to let them. This represents about 5-6% increase in plot holders. 
      Kings seed scheme was well supported this year and showed approx.  13% increase. 
      The BBQ figure refers to the July BBQ 2018 and not this year. 
      The Miscellaneous figure is well ahead of  last year which is mostly due to the stirling  efforts of Ian 
      Rickets our Chairman. 
      The water trough figure is reimbursement from the ring fence fund for a cost in the previous year’s 
      accounts. 
      Looking at Expenditure, we see a small increase in our payment to the Town Council, and we have 
      purchased a small strimmer which will be easier to use than our large industrial one. 
      The website costs are down again this year and indeed we have a new and much improved site.  All this 
      is thanks to the efforts of Virginia, our webmaster. 
      Water....I was most concerned at last year’s AGM that following our exceptionally dry summer we 
      would receive an inordinately large water bill. Well - it was large - over £1100 Lamperds Field and £359 
      Elizabeth Rd. for the summer half year; that was around £700 more than the previous year.  However 
      we have covered it and still managed a good increase in our carried forward figure to next year. 
       Regarding our NAS membership, this is self-explanatory. 
       Kings seeds.... increase in cost from last year reflects the popularity of the scheme to allotment 
       holders, but comparing it to the seed income, you will see that the scheme makes over £100 for our  
       Society. 
       Insurance costs were virtually static this year. We do this through Yelf insurance and I did try to get a  
       better rate this year through the NGS but the quote was not competitive. 
       Electric costs were well controlled and Miscellaneous well up on last year reflecting mostly the cost of  
       purchase for resale. 
       The total carried forward therefore this year is £1895.81, an increase over last year of £488, which I 
       believe puts us  in a strong position for the coming year. 
       The List of assets has generally not altered from last year, except that we now have an extra strimmer.  
7. Report on Plot Allocations/Seeds – Barbara Marjoram 
      Plot Allocator: 
      At present Elizabeth Road plots are full and there is a short waiting list. At Lamperds Fields we have  
      been advised that some tenants will not be renewing for the next year, starting October 2019. We do 
      have a waiting list.  However we expect to have some vacant plots. We are considering submitting an 
      advert to bring the attention to anyone thinking about having a plot. (Cllr Lindsay said she can always 
      arrange for it to be on the Town Council website/Facebook.) 
      Please note the change of email address to plotallocation@blandfordallotments.co.uk 
      Seed Secretary: 
      We are again doing Kings Seeds this year – indeed many catalogues have already been collected from 
      the hut on the Lamperds Field site. More catalogues are at the back of this room and the remainder will 
      be put out in the hut. These seeds are of good quality and good value. As a society we make a small  
      amount of money and along with the money from the manure it helps to pay for the delivery charges of  
      the manure, petrol for the mowers, diesel for the tractor and weed killer. Cheques need to be made 
      payable to Blandford Allotment Society. 
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8. Report on Elizabeth Road – Ian Ricketts on behalf of Phil Williams – Ian said that Cllr Lindsay had 
covered the problem of fly tipping on the allotments, and the resolution.  During the year, a water leak 
had been repaired. It was noticed that some plot holders had been using hose pipes to water their 
plots, which is forbidden.  Filling a water butt is ok.  As there is no agreement for Elizabeth Road plot 
holders, the Committee are working on drawing up agreements for next year. This will be helpful for 
allotment holders to know what is allowed and what is not allowed.  There is to be a work party 
weekend to repair the fence. There are 17 posts that need replacing. This will take place on Saturday 
19th and Sunday 20th October, from 9 am to 12 pm.  Elizabeth Road plot holders are encouraged to 
attend and give a hand during this time, even if they cannot do any heavy work and can just support 
the project. The more who turn up, the quicker the job will get done. 

9. Report from Social Secretary – Ann Edwards  
      As minute taker, since the last AGM, Ann had taken the minutes of 9 Committee meetings, the last one 
      being on 10th September 2019.   All of these minutes can be accessed on our website,  
      www.blandfordallotments.co.uk. Please take a look. 
      Monthly Coffee Mornings all at 11 am. 
      2018 October 6th - Vlad Gore “Apple Pressing and More”     
      2018 November 3rd - Malcolm Fowler – “Mead 2 – Making and Tasting!” 
      2018 December 1st - Christmas Gathering – Mulled wine, Christmas nibbles  
      2019  
 March 2nd -  Mike Holloway - Sweet Peas and more.... 
 April 6th – Ian Ricketts – Growing Potatoes (Potatoes and bags were on sale to start the 'Potato 
 competition') 
 May 4th – Virginia Barnard – Preparing your soil, clearing, laying out, fencing etc. 
 June 1st – Ann Edwards – “Pests” 
 No coffee morning in July.  Instead, we had our Annual Barbecue on the following day, Sunday 7th 
 July at 2 pm. 
 August 3rd - Tasting - Bring your baking (and recipe) for courgette, carrot or beetroot. 
 September 14th - Meet your Committee, prior to the Annual General Meeting plus judging for the 
 potato competition (biggest weight from one potato) 
 October 5th – Valerie Hodge – New girl on the plot in Wareham  
 November 2nd – Malcolm Fowler - Mead 3 - More Tasting 
 CHRISTMAS GATHERING: NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY…. 
 11 am. December 7th – Mulled wine and Christmas nibbles plus Grand Christmas  Raffle 
 Raffle prizes needed for this please. 
 A huge thank you to all our volunteer speakers, helpers, and all those attending the social 
 events! 
 My appeal is for your recipe, using allotment produce, along with a photograph please.  Next year 
 we will be producing a booklet of  Recipes using fresh allotment produce. 
  Email to: secretary@blandfordallotments.co.uk please. 
10.  Report from Virginia Barnard – Webmaster 

 Our new website was designed and launched in February 2019.  Our address is 
 www.blandfordallotments.co.uk   

 The existing hosting company /domain name with WIX.com was due to expire on 19th February 
 2019. Since this is a California based company I recommended that the website moved to a UK 
 based host called TSOHOST where significant savings could be made. Since there is no reason why 
 the .COM extension should be kept for the domain name I suggested changing this to a .CO.UK 
 extension which would be cheaper. By changing hosts there was also available 100 email addresses 
 which can be assigned to Blandford Allotments which gives a professional look to the organisation.  
 A 2 year deal costing £84.08 (£42.04 per year) saved us another £40 per year. The domain name is 
 £6.26 per year but this is free with the 2 year deal, but will be charged after that period. 
 All committee members now have their own email addresses for Blandford Allotment business. 
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 The website appears to be very popular and the online contact form has generated 19 enquiries for 
 plot availability. 
 Current statistics show that since the launch of the website it has attracted 9,548 visitors with an 
 average of 58.4 per day.  
 The UK is highest at 42.7% closely followed by the USA at 42.4%, Germany is 4.9% and France and 
 China at 2% 
 The content is changed/updated regularly to keep the website looking fresh, interesting and timely. 
 Together with the popular Facebook page, we have a very good social media presence. 
 Many thanks to Craig Whelan for helping me with the smooth transition to webmaster in the early 
 days and for all his sage advice.  
11.  Presentation of Awards – Ian Ricketts 

 The first Potato Competition had gone well. There were 27 participants, and the weigh in was well 
 attended.  3rd – Violet Dickson 5.23 kg, 2nd Chris Barnard 5.33 kg, 1st Judith Potts 6.80 kg (or an 
 impressive 15 pounds).  Regarding the best kept plots, Ian and Dave Miles went round during the 
 first week of July.  Elizabeth Road: 3rd Terry Moses, 2nd Amenda Bealing, 1st Phil Williams. Lamperds 
 Field: 3rd Brook McCallum, 2nd Diane Mawer, 1st Judith Potts.  
  

12.  Committee Structure 2019– 2020 – Ian Ricketts 
 Ian said that the current committee members are willing to be re-elected.   He proposed a vote for 
 the re-election of existing Committee Members - Ian Ricketts, John Harding, Barbara Marjoram, 
 Virginia Barnard, Ann  Edwards, Diane Mawer, Ken Pearce, Dave Buchan, Peter Brundish and Phil 
 Williams. Proposed by Brook McCallum, seconded by Graham Poynter. The vote was carried 
 unanimously.  

13.  AOB  
 The Work Party weekend for Lamperds Field is 16th/17th November, 9 am to 12 pm.  Next year we 
 will be taking  part in the Annual Blandford Carnival, with a float.  If you would like to be part of the 
 group helping  to make this happen, please email the Social Secretary. (Those already on board, are 
 the Committee, plus volunteers Jan and Bob Bradley and Deborah Wright. If you can volunteer  to 
 support in any way, including ideas, etc. please let Ann know.) The meeting closed at 7.40 pm, with 
 the Chairman thanking everyone for attending and inviting them to stay for more 
 refreshments.  
 

14.  Date of next Committee Meeting is TUESDAY 15 OCTOBER 2019 at 7 pm, in Lamperd’s Field 
 Allotment Shed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ann Edwards (Social Sec.)  
Email: secretary@blandfordallotments.co.uk 
 
 3rd October 2019 
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