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Blandford Allotment Society 
www.blandfordallotments.co.uk 

Minutes of Committee meeting held 
On Monday 8th November 2021 at 7 pm 

At Lamperds Field Potting Shed 
 

 Attendees :  
 Ian Ricketts – Chairman, John Harding – Treasurer, Barbara Marjoram – Plot 
 allocator, Virginia Barnard – Webmaster, Ann Edwards – Social Secretary, Phil and 

 Carol  Williams – Elizabeth Road 
 

 Apologies for absence:  
 Peter Brundish, Dave Buchan, Annette Baxter 
                                                                                                               

1. The Minutes of the meeting dated 27th September 2021 were approved and signed by 
the Chairman. 

 
2. No matters arising. 

  

   3. REPORTS 
 (a)  Chairman – Ian Ricketts 

 The Annual General Meeting went well. The tractor is under repair at present. Both 
 Peter and Dave are ill, so Ian will try to get in other help in the meantime. Hopefully, it 
 won’t be too long before it is back in action.  

 There had been two Sunday morning work sessions clearing the land at Elizabeth Road 

 in preparation for planting hazel.  Many thanks to all those who turned up. We now 

 need to order the fence and approach the Town Council about money for the project.  

 It was decided to go ahead and order the fence. We could possibly make it a Jubilee 

 Project and “Plant Britain”.  Ian has contacted Woodland Trust who can supply hazel at 

 £1.50 each. The quote for the fencing is £539. Ian will place the orders.    Action: Ian

 The water has been turned off at both Lamperds Field and Elizabeth Road.  

 (b) Treasurer – John Harding    

 As at 6th November 2021 the balance at Bank stood at £5884.33 and cash in hand 

 £307.12 
 Rent Payments are all up to date except for those that are being sent  eviction notices. 

 The vast majority (about two thirds) this year have paid  by bank transfer. 

 I have recently received and paid the Lamperd’s field water bill for the summer 

 period. In total this was £825 (compared with last summer period £1545).  Although 
 this summer was not as dry as 2020 this is actually a much lower bill than I had 

 expected, and wonder whether the major leak we found in the spring this year had 
 been going on for much longer than we knew about. I have still to receive the water 

 bill for Elizabeth Road so it will be interesting to see the difference here. 

 In October I paid the rent to the Town Council amounting to £1187, £525 of which 

 was the total ring fence charge . 

 At £1410, the seed order this year was about half that of last year, commission being 

 only around £222 (compared with last year approx £450). 

 We do have some major expense to come with fencing for Elizabeth Road but this 

 should be well within our means.  
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 (c) Plot Allocator – Barbara Marjoram 

 Since renewal (Oct 1st 2021) 5 people (4 from Lamperds Field and 1 from Elizabeth 
 Road) have taken on an  extra quarter plot. 

 Plots have been let to 4 new people at Lamperds Field and 4 new people at Elizabeth 
 Road. An additional person took on a plot but within 10 days gave it up due to work 
 changes. 

 There are no available plots at Elizabeth Road. There are 5 quarter plots at Lamperds 
 Field and these should be let in the next few weeks as I make my way down the 

 waiting list. 
 Some people have responded to my email, offering them a plot, with “no longer 

 required” and some others have not responded at all. 

 Thank you to all those already on the cleaning rota – there is a fresh rota list for 2022 

 on the board in the shed. Please put your name down if you can help. 
 
 (d) Seed Secretary – Annette Baxter 

 The seed secretary received orders to the value of £1421.25 this year. With the Early 
 Bird and Society discounts from Kings Seeds we have made just over £200 for 

 Blandford Allotment Society. Thank you to all who have contributed. I will let everyone 
 know through the usual channels once the seeds arrive.  Like last year, potatoes will be 
 sent out separately in due course. 

 
 (e) Elizabeth Road – Phil and Carol Williams 

 We must thank the volunteers who turned up for the clearing of the plot that we hope 
 to use for planting the new hazel hedge. Have just watched Countryfile and the plant 

 Britain campaign and it may be possible to get the plants from the Woodland Trust. 
 
 (f) Webmaster – Virginia Barnard 
 Nothing to report. The website is regularly updated. 
  

 (g) Site Maintenance – Dave Buchan 
 No report 

 
 (h) Social Secretary – Ann Edwards 
 The last event of 2021 is the Christmas Coffee Morning on Saturday December 4th at 

 11 am at the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion. Committee members will be there at 10 
 am to set up. Raffle prizes needed please.  Annette will do the mulled wine. Ian and 

 Pearl will do the grand raffle. 
 It is hoped that our usual monthly coffee mornings will resume from March 2022. 
  

 (i)  Committee Member – Peter Brundish 
 No report. 

  
 5.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS - None 

 

 6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 21st February 2022 at 7 pm in Lamperd’s Field 
 Potting Shed. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 7.40 pm.                        
 
 

 
 

 
(secretary@blandfordallotments.co.uk)  


