
BlandfordAllotmentSociety

MinutesofmeetingheldattheLamperd’sFieldStoreRoom

OnSunday14thFebruary2016at2p.m.

ChairedbyAmandaBibby

Present:AmandaBibby-Chairman,AndyDickinson–Treasurer,AnnEdwards–Social
Secretary/MinuteTaker,PatRichardson-Webmaster,NormanMoors–EstateManager,
DianeMawer–CommunityActionDays,DavidMcGaw–PlotAllocator,IanRicketts–Seed
Secretary,DaveBuchan–Upkeepofallotments,MaureenCawley–CommitteeMember.

1.Themeetingwasopenedat2pmbyAmanda.Shesaidthattherewasnoagenda,as
themainitemtobediscussedweretheemailsreceivedfromDorsetCountyCouncil
andtheTownCouncil.Theseitemizedtheredevelopmentofland,andinparticular
therelocationoftheallotments.Seeattachedcopiesofemailsandmapformore
information.

ConsultationPeriodis12thFebruaryto31stMarch2016.Therewillmeetingsatthe

CornExchangeonSaturday27thFebruary,10to2pm,andattheBryanstonEstate

ClubonSunday13thMarch,12to2pm.Allotmentholdersarestronglyencouraged
toattendthese.

TheCommitteeagreedthatcopiesofcorrespondenceandthemapwouldbe
prominentlydisplayedontheNoticeBoardintheBarn.

Therewasalivelydiscussiononthesubject,anditwasagreedthatthefollowing
recommendationsshouldbeforwardedtotheTownCouncil,onbehalfofthe
Committee:
a.Mostimportantly,weshouldbegivenanindicationoftimescale.
b.ThatwewouldnotwantfreeaccesstoNo.6onthemap.
c.Thatwewouldnotwantfreeaccessthroughourallotmentswhilsttheworkis

goingon.
d.Regardingthecommunalshed/barn,duringthetransition,wewouldneedtohave

accesstotoilets,kitchen,lockersetc.
e.Thesoilonthenewallotmentswouldneedtobereplenishedasapriority,

preferablyatthebeginningofanydevelopment,andafterremovalofstones.
f. Wewouldrecommendatthebeginningthattheroadandpathsarelaidandwater

pipesarerelaid.
g.TheCommitteeisconcernedaboutthestoneygroundofthenewallotmentsand

wouldrecommendthatamechanicalstonepickerisusedbeforeanyotherwork
takesplace.

h.Itwassuggestedthatthefinishednewallotmentsareallocated,whilstatthe
sametimeholderskeepontheiroldallotment.Thiswouldallowatransitiontime
forthemandwouldmeanholderswouldberesponsiblefor2allotmentsatthe
sametime,forawhile.

i. Compensation–Plotholdershavespentmanyhoursandalotofmoneyontheir
allotments.Forexample,newgreenhouses,newsheds,nourishingtheland,
plantingtreesetc.Plus,ithastakensome3to5yearsofworktogettothestage
theyareat,establishingtheirplot.Theexpenserunsintohundredsandinsome
cases£1,000s.Whatcompensationwilltheybeoffered,andwilltherebeateam
toprovidethelabourneededtohelpthemtoupliftfromtheoldallotmenttothe
new?



j. TheCommitteerecommendsthattheyareinvolvedintheplanningprocessfor
theallotments,ateverystageofthedevelopment,includingthefinalmarkingout
ofquarter,halfandfullplots.

k.TheCommitteeisgratefultotheTownCouncilforlistingintheiremailtheir
concernsforallotmentholdersasfollows:
Fortheallotmentstobelocatedononesideandnottobesplit.
Clarificationoftheusageofthewastetransfersite(duetoconcernsoverthe
proximityoftheschoolandthesite).
Confirmationthatthestandardofsoilwillbeappropriateforallotmentplots
(CouncillorsrecallingthatitwasnotsuitablewhenLamperd’sFieldwas
introduced).
Thatfacilitiesareeitherlikeforlikeorimprovedandthenumberoflockerunitsis
increasedinlinewiththenumberofplotsthatarecurrentlyonsite(wenowhalf
andquarterplotsduetodemandsomorelockersarerequired).
Ampleparkingisprovided
Thatthelandwheretheallotmentsisrelocatedisonafreeholdbasisinsteadof
leasehold(thisisbecausesomeCouncillorsweresurprisedtolearnthatthere
wasaleaseinplace).
Aslightlylargercompoundareaforstorage.
Considerationoftimingiskeyforcropremoval.
Councillorswouldlikefurtherdetailsofthebufferzonebetweentheallotments
andschool.
Fencingtoseparatetheallotmentsfromtheroadpassingthroughtotheschool.

2.AnyOtherBusiness
a.TheCommitteeexpressedtheirgratitudetoPatRichardsonforallherhardwork

ingettingthewebsiteupandrunning.Itisaveryeasy,pleasantandinformative
website,andhopefullyplotholderswilllogontoitforallthelatestinformation,
bothonplantingtips,linkstoothergardeningsites,andinformationonsocial
events,etc.Thewebsiteiswww.blandfordallotments.com

b.ThewaterleakswillbeattendedtoonTuesdaynextinthemorning,byNorman,
DaveandIan.

c.SunflowerCompetition Ianhasthesunflowerseeds,andwillhavethematthe

CoffeeMorningon5thMarchforanyonewantingtotakepartinthecompetition
forthetallestsunflower.Heproducedaposterwhichwillbescannedintothe
website,andputonthenoticeboard.

d.AmandaaskedtheCommitteeiftheywerehappytohavetheiremailaddresses
putundertheirphotosonthewebsite.Allagreed.

e.AlltheCommitteedidashortwalkaroundoftheallotmentstogetabetteridea
ofwhatthemapmeans,intermsoftransferofallotments.Astherewasatime
constraintatthispoint,itwasagreedthatAmandaandDavewouldcarryoutan
extrawalkaroundtolocateproblemsasitemizedinthepreviousminutes.

f. AnnhadreceivedthelistfromDaveMcGaw,ofpeople’saddresses,telephone
numbersandemailaddresses.Shewasaskedtoemailallthoseallotmentplot
holderswhohavesubmittedtheiremailaddresses,attachinglettersandmap,
andaskingthemalsotoseetheNoticeBoardintheBarn.Alsotoinformthemof
thenewwebsiteaddress–www.blandfordallotments.com. Atthesametime,
encouragingthemtocontacttheChairman,Amandabyemail
(abibby@bluebottle.com)iftheyhaveanyconcerns.

Themeetingclosedat3.30pm.



DateofnextmeetingisMonday14thMarchat7pm.

(AnnEdwards)


