
BlandfordAllotmentSociety

MinutesofmeetingheldattheLampard’sFieldStoreRoom

OnThursday14thJanuary2016at7p.m.

ChairedbyAmandaBibby

Present:AmandaBibby-Chairman,AndyDickinson–Treasurer,AnnEdwards–Social
Secretary/MinuteTaker,PatRichardson-Webmaster,NormanMorris–EstateManager,
DianeMawer–CommunityActionDays,DavidMcGaw–PlotAllocator,IanRicketts–Seed
Secretary,DaveBuchan–Upkeepofallotments,MaureenCawley–CommitteeMember.

Themeetingwasopenedat7pmbyAmanda.

1. ProposedCalendarDatesfor2016

a.Competitions/socialevents AnnEdwards
i. Tallestsunflower– IanRickettsandDaveMcGawwillbeinchargeofthis

competitionandforagreeingthejudges.Suggestedtimeofplantingseedsis

intheSpring.JudgingdaywillbeonSunday26thJune,onthedayofthe
Annualbarbecue.

ii. Annualbarbecue–DateforthebarbecueisfixedforSunday26thJuneat2
pm.Allthecommitteewillbeinvolvedinthisevent.Discussionofrolesand
actionsrequiredatnextmeeting(intheshed).

iii. Bestplots–IanandDavetoberesponsiblefororganisingthisandfor
securingthejudges.JudgingshouldpossiblybeinJune.Detailstofollow.

iv. Scarecrowcompetition–Itwasagreedthatscarecrowsshouldbeinposition

by1stAugust,andjudgingshouldtakeplaceonSaturday10thSeptember.
Judgesandtimetobeagreed.

v. Afterconsideration,Annthoughtthattheheaviestpotatocompetitionshould
nottakeplacethisyear,astherearetoomanyothercommitments.

vi. Monthlycoffeemornings–Thesewereagreedasfollows:

Saturday5thMarch,Saturday2ndApril,Saturday7thMay,Saturday4thJune,

Saturday2ndJuly.Allat11am-12pm.Thereare3suggestedmentorstobe
presentatthesetosharecoffee,andansweranyquestions.Annisto
approachthem.Shealsohastwovolunteerstomakeandservecoffee.She
willapproachthem.

vii Outsidetableforsurplusplantsnotdiscussed.Discussatnextmeeting.
b.MOTfortractoretc.–AndyDickinson

NormanandAndytoexplorewhetherweneedMOTsfortractor/s.
c.Billswhichcanbeanticipated–AndyDickinson

WewereduetopaytheAllotmentSocietyfeesof£375andtractorinsuranceof£372.
Cashbalancestandsat£1396.61beforepayingthese.Balanceisdownonlastyear.
Andymentionedthatthewaterbillisextremelyhigh.

d.SeedOrder–IanRicketts
IansaidthatthecataloguesareavailablearoundSeptembereachyearandthatwe

shouldtrytogetourordersinby1stOctoberinordertoreceivemaximumdiscount.
e.CommunityActionDays–DianeMawer

Thecommitteediscussedthestateoftheallotments,anditwasagreedtohavea

sitewalktoidentifywhatneedstobedoneonSunday14thFebruaryat2pm.In
particular,thestateofpaths,andpathblockingneedstobechecked.Letterstobe
senttothosewhopermanentlyobstructpathsasthispreventssitemaintenanceand
lawnmowing.Concernsraisedaboutobjectsbeingproppedagainsttheperimeter



fencecausingdamage.
f. Meetings,includingtheAGM–AmandaBibby

NextCommitteemeetings,Sunday14thFebruaryat2pm,Monday14thMarchat7pm.

AGMFriday30thSeptemberat6.30pm–AmandatobookthehallwiththeCouncil.
g.EquipmentMaintenance–NormanMorris/DaveBuchan

NormanreportedthattherehadbeenawaterleakandheandDavehavenowturned
offthewater,andaremeetingtotracetheleak.TheTreasureristocontactthe
waterboardtorequestarefund.

h.DaveMcGawistogiveAnnalistofallotmentholderswiththeiremailaddressesand
telephonenumbers,sothatshecancontactthemonaonetoonebasistoletthem
knowofthesocialevents.Patsaidthisisparticularlyimportant,asthewebsiteis
notupandrunningyet.

2. UpdatesfromCommitteeMembers
Mostarecoveredabovein1.
DaveMcGaw–Regardingsection4oftheminutesofthelastmeeting,hehas
followedthisupandisawaitingaresponse.Regardingplotallocations,wehavea
healthywaitinglist,andplotsshouldbeavailablebytheendofMarch,whenhe
expectstohaveresolvedtheseissues.
PatRichardson,Webmaster–Shehadfounditverychallengingtosetupanew
website,andaskedifanyoneknewofapersonwhoisexperiencedinwebbuildingto
contacther.Davethinksheknowssomeonesuitableandwillgetfurtherinformation
forher.Patwillcontinueworkingonit.

3. PhotosofCommitteeMembers–AndyDickinson
Andyneedsaphotoofeachcommitteememberfortheshedwall.Hetooksomeat
themeeting.Memberstomakesurehehasaphotoofthemplease.

4. AuditofAllotmentSocietyAssetsfortheTownCouncil
Thishasnotbeendoneyet.ItissuggestedthataroundthenextAGMmightbean
appropriatetime.AmandahastoldtheTownCouncildetailsofthenewcommittee.
Shehasraisedtwodraftsofwarninglettersandreferredthesetothecouncilfor
approval.

5. AOB
Therewasnootherbusiness.

6. NextmeetingisonSunday14thFebruaryat2pm

Themeetingclosedat8.15pm.

(AnnEdwards)


