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Blandford Allotment Society 

www.blandfordallotments.co.uk 
Minutes of meeting held at the Lamperd’s Field Potting Shed 

On Tuesday 30th April 2019 at 7 pm 
Chaired by: Ian Ricketts 

 
Present:  Ian Ricketts – Chair, Barbara Marjoram – Vice Chair, John Harding – Treasurer, Ann Edwards 

– Social Secretary, Phil Williams – Elizabeth Road, Diane Mawer – Plot Allocator 

Apologies for absence from Ken Pearce – Plot Allocator, Peter Brundish – Committee Member, Dave 

Buchan – Committee Member 

                                                                                                               
1. The Minutes of the meeting dated 19th March 2019 were approved and signed. There 

were no matters arising. 

 
2. REPORTS 

 

(a) Report from Chairman – Ian Ricketts                             
 Ian said that the day for weighing up potatoes (and the Coffee Morning) need to be 

 changed from 7th September to 14th September, as 7th September is Carnival Day.  
 There was a discussion as to whether we should have a float in the Carnival this year. 
 As Peter, Ken and Dave were not present at the meeting it was decided to discuss the 

 matter further.         Action: Ian/John/Peter 
 The water has now been turned on at both Elizabeth Road and Lamperds Field. 

 Regarding the post at Elizabeth Road, it was suggested that a work party is arranged 
 for a Thursday to sort this out.      Action: Ian 
 Ian and John are due to appear at a Town Council meeting on the morning of Tuesday 

 June 4th. 
   

         (b) Report from Vice Chair/Seed Secretary – Barbara Marjoram 
 27 People have bought 1 x potato and 1 x potato sack for the potato competition at a 
cost of £3 each 'kit'. Therefore a cheque for £81 has been given to the Treasurer. This 

will allow us to purchase a Garden Voucher to the value of £5 as a prize for the heaviest 
crop. The 3 remaining kits will be offered at the coffee morning on Saturday 4th May.  If 

not sold on 4th May, the sacks will be placed into store for next year.     Action: Barbara 
 
 (c) Report from Treasurer – John Harding           

 The current bank balance stands at £2079.27(approx £500 ahead of last year). Petty 
 cash £119.90.  I have one water bill to pay of £56, which is £8 less than last year. All 

 the large bills for this financial year to end of June have now been paid 
 Much of the improvement in bank balance has come from lettings, the figure to date 
 being £4137 against a year end figure last year of £3839. Equally, costs have been 

 well controlled. I think it would be wise to use some of this extra money on servicing 
 our tractor and mowers. 

 Barbara has given me a cheque of £81 receipts for the Potato growing competition 

 (cost £70). 

 (d) Report from the Plot Allocator – Ken Pearce. 
 1. Since the last meeting the enquiry into plot availability has slowed down 
 considerably but there are a few people who I am waiting to get back to me. 

 2. There are still a number of plots that are still not being worked which should be by 
 now. I believe yellow warnings are imminent. 

 3. People are still abusing the burning plot even though posters have been placed in 
 the shed area and on the burning plot itself, the latest, when I went up on Sunday 
 afternoon. 

 4. Plot availability at Elizabeth Road stands at 1x half and 1x quarter plot and  
 at Lamperd’s Field 3x half and 4x quarter plots.   
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(e) Report from Phil Williams, Elizabeth Road 

I have put roundup on the two empty plots, one half and one quarter and they are 
beginning to turn brown.  I have recently noticed two, what could be syringes, on plot 

19 near the fence-line on Philip Rd.  It was agreed not to touch them and that Ian will 
inform the Town Council.  Action: Ian                   
 

(f)      Report from the Webmaster – Virginia Barnard                        
 Pleased to report the website is now ranked No. 1 for Google, Explorer, Opera and 

 Firefox search engines. 
 I have received 5 new enquires via the online Contact Form since the last meeting, 

 which seems to be working well. I did, however receive a very unpleasant one, 

 typically computer generated, so have added an extra layer of security on the form. 

 This will the mean the person contacting us will have to tick a box which says “I am not 

 a robot” before submitting the form. I don’t foresee this being a problem. 

 I kept the original layout to the website as close to as I could when designing the new 

 website, but I have now had a rethink and adjusted the layout regarding the Coffee 

 Mornings and Upcoming Events. I have moved Coffee Morning information from 

 Upcoming Events to Coffee Mornings so that all the relative information is together and 

 left the two events of Summer BBQ and Christmas Fayre under Upcoming Events. I 

 think this is a more logical layout where all the information is in one place. 

 Statistics for March 2019 
 Last updated Friday, 29th March 2019 at 04:59  

 A total of 767 visitors this month, an average of 27.4 per day. 
 Most viewed page – Getting Started  
 

 Statistics so far January/February/March 2019 
 United Kingdom         1,168 pages 66.3%  

 United States of America  389 pages 22.1% 
 Russian Federation   115 pages  6.5% 

 Germany      28 pages  1.6%  
 Sweden      26 pages  1.5% 
 Ireland     14 pages  0.8%  

 Ukraine      2 pages  0.1% 
 China        2 pages  0.1%  

 South Korea      2 pages  0.1%  
 

(g) Upkeep of allotments – Dave Buchan 
No report 

 
(h) Report from Social Secretary – Ann Edwards                        

 Our Coffee Morning on April 6th - (Ian Rickets - Growing Potatoes – Potato 

 Competition) was very popular.  People were keen to buy their chitted potato and 

 container for the potato competition.  Ian’s talk about how to grow them was really 

 useful.  Many thanks to both Ian and Barbara. 

 Dates of remaining 2019 Saturday Coffee Mornings (11 a.m.) and Sunday barbecue  
 (2 p.m.) are: 

 May 4th (11 a.m.) – (Virginia Barnard – Preparing your allotment, clearing, laying-out, 
 fencing etc.) plus Ian’s raffle 

 June 1st (11 a.m.) – (Ann Edwards - Pests) plus Ian’s raffle 
 July 7th (Sunday at 2 pm) - (Annual Barbecue) Bring a dish, own tipple, knife, fork and 
 spoon and chair.  Work party needed for the erection of the marque and tables in the 

 morning. Appeal for Grand Raffle prizes. 
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 August 3rd (11 a.m.) - (Tasting - Bring your baking (and recipe) for courgette, carrot or 
 beetroot) plus Ian’s raffle 

 September 14th (11 a.m.)(NOTE THE CHANGED DATE) – Bring along your potato in 
 your container, ready for the weighing in for the largest crop.  Meet your Committee, 
 prior to the Annual General Meeting on Friday evening of the 27th September, plus 

 Ian’s raffle as usual. 
 October 5th (11 a.m.) - (Malcolm Fowler - Mead 3 - More Making and Tasting) plus 

 Ian’s raffle. 
 November 2nd (11 a.m.) – (John Harding - Strawberries) plus Ian’s raffle. 
 December 7th (11 a.m.) – Festive Christmas Gathering, Mulled wine,  Christmas 

 nibbles, Grand Raffle 
                                                 

 (i) Report from Committee Member – Peter Brundish                          
 No report 

 

3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
None. 

 
4. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY 4th JUNE 2018 at 7 PM IN THE POTTING SHED. 

 
5. The meeting closed at 8 pm 

 
 

 

(Ann Edwards – 1st May 2019) 


