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Blandford Allotment Society 

www.blandfordallotments.co.uk 
Minutes of meeting held at the Lamperd’s Field Potting Shed 

On Tuesday 13th August 2019 at 7 pm 
Chaired by: Ian Ricketts 

 
Present:  Ian Ricketts – Chair, Barbara Marjoram, Virginia Barnard – Webmaster, Ann Edwards – Social 

Secretary, Phil Williams – Elizabeth Road, Ken Pearce – Plot Allocator, Diane Mawer – Plot Allocator, 

Dave Buchan – Committee Member 

Apologies for absence- John Harding – Treasurer, Peter Brundish – Committee Member  

                                                                                                               
1. The Minutes of the meeting dated 16th July 2019 were approved and signed. There were 

no matters arising. 

 
2. REPORTS 

 

(a) Report from Chairman – Ian Ricketts                             
  Agreements for the coming year have been signed by the Chairman and are ready to 

 go out.  The plot holder who had been issued a yellow card has cleaned up half the plot 

 and given up the other half.                                   Action: Ian/Ken 

 Ian had approached two plot holders at Elizabeth Road regarding the condition of their 

 plots.  One has given their plot up and the other one is staying and has promised to 
 clear it. 

  
 He had ordered 200 metres of strimmer cable, which had been delivered.  The hedge 

 trimmer that had been hired, had done a good job, so that will be the way to go in the 
 future. 
 

 The letter to the Council regarding possible permission for wooden sheds is done and 
 will be delivered to the Council.                                                      Action: Ian 

 
 The parked car has gone. Permission to move a greenhouse from 29a to 18b is 
 granted.  Plot holder to be informed.                                               Action: Ian 

 
 A vote was taken on whether we needed a dedicated mobile phone for allotment 

 holders to use to contact the Committee. This was agreed.  Virginia had done research 
 on this. Based on this research, Ken will visit the Carphone Warehouse to source the 
 best deal on a phone, sim and contract, suited to us, and report back.   Action: Ken 

 
 It was agreed that we should have a float in the 2020 Blandford Carnival, particularly 

 as this will be the 50th anniversary of the revival of the carnival. Peter is very keen for 
 this to happen. Work needs to start next February/March towards this. Action:Peter/all 
 

 Ken has decided to step down from the post of Plot Allocator.  Barbara volunteered to 
 take his place.  In future, Ken will remain on the Committee. He will still have certain 

 duties as “enforcer” and will have a new email address.  Barbara will take over his 
 email address. She will remain Seed Secretary.  The Committee were sad to hear of his 
 resignation, and welcomed Barbara in his place.                             Action: Virginia 

 
 Regarding the AGM on 27th September, Ian asked who would like to talk – just for two 

 minutes. Those willing are Ian, John, Barbara, Virginia and Ann.  Ann to look out last 
 year’s minutes, and to raise this year’s agenda. Ian has a contact who will take care of 
 all the printing.        Action: Ian/Ann 
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  (b) Report from Seed Secretary – Barbara Marjoram 
 Kings Seed catalogues have now arrived. They will be put in Lamperds Fields hut from 

beginning of September and some will be available at the AGM on 27th September 
2019.  Orders must include the £1.20, which pays for postage and packaging. 

Completed forms must be submitted - via the Seed Secretary box (just inside Lamperds 
Fields Hut) with correct cash or cheque (made out to Blandford Allotment Society) at 
very latest Sunday 20th October 2019. Those submitting MUST ensure that contact 

details are clearly written on the order form. 
Orders are expected to be ready for distribution by mid-December - Potatoes etc. will 

arrive sometime February 2020.      Action: Barbara 
      
 (c) Report from Treasurer – John Harding           

 The balance at the bank stands at £1764.86 which includes payments of £89.50 for 5 
 plots. So far so good..... I am able to access the account on line and check activity. 

 After covering BBQ costs and hire of hedge trimmer the petty cash stands at £38.17. 
 Total BBQ cost was £143.12 which was offset by profit on the raffle of £70. Nett cost 
 was in line with last year 

 (d) Report from Plot Allocator – Ken Pearce 

 Ken confirmed his resignation and replacement with Barbara.  
 He said that Elizabeth Road has one new starter since the last meeting, which means 
 there are no vacant plots now at Elizabeth Road. 

 At Lamperds Field we have had 6 new starters since the last meeting, which leaves us 
 with 1 x quarter plot and a waiting list of 2 for Lamperds wanting half plots. 

 
   (e) Report from Phil Williams, Elizabeth Road 

Phil submitted a list of plots which are overgrown, unattended and shambolic.  Some 

were covered with wood and it had been noted that one plot holder is using a hose on 
their plot. He said that there needed to be stricter rules in place to put a stop to this at 

Elizabeth Road.  He gave a list of offending plot numbers to the Chairman, some 10 in 
total.  The Chairman, along with members of the Committee are to visit the site at 10 
a.m. next Tuesday 21st August to view and agree actions to be taken.  There was also a 

discussion regarding keys and security.  This also is to be looked into during the visit 
and addressed.                 Action: Ian, Dave, Ken, Diane, Barbara, Phil 

 
(f)      Report from the Webmaster – Virginia Barnard                        

 It was agreed in principal to have a mobile phone number, solely for the use of the 
 Committee. Virginia handed over to Ken her research regarding the purchase of the 
 new mobile phone. Ken will go to the Car Phone warehouse and sort out the best deal, 

 and report back. The budget was agreed at £100 a year. She had bought a  new first 
 aid box for Lamperds Field, plus an accident book. These to be  displayed in the 

 shed.  Ian will contact a carpenter to  provide a box on the wall just inside the door to 
 house it.         Action: Ian 
 New email addresses are: 

 Barbara: seedsec@blandfordallotments.co.uk 
 Peter:     pbrundish@blandfordallotments.co.uk 

 Diane:    dmawer@blandfordallotments.co.uk 
 Phil:      erplots@blandfordallotments.co.uk 
 She has amended the website accordingly. 

 Ken to be given a new email address of: enforcer@blandfordallotments.co.uk 
 Barbara will take over Ken’s email address of: plots@blandfordallotments.co.uk 

            Action: Virginia
 Microsoft have blocked a number of our plot holders’ email addresses, following a 
 mailing last month.   The emails affected are Hotmail, Live and Outlook, all of which 

 are owned by Microsoft.  Virginia is in the process of dealing with the issue which 
 should be resolved shortly.   It may be necessary to use a dedicated third party email 

 marketing software to avoid future problems.   Action: Ann/Virginia 

mailto:seedsec@blandfordallotments.co.uk
mailto:pbrundish@blandfordallotments.co.uk
mailto:dmawer@blandfordallotments.co.uk
mailto:erplots@blandfordallotments.co.uk
mailto:enforcer@blandfordallotments.co.uk
mailto:plots@blandfordallotments.co.uk
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 (g) Upkeep of allotments – Dave Buchan 
The strimmer line had been ordered and received.  Dave was continuing with his normal 

work of upkeep of the allotments. 
 
(h) Report from Social Secretary – Ann Edwards                        

 The last coffee morning on August 3rd had been successful. 

 The next Coffee Morning and potato weigh in is on September 14th  at 10 am (Note 

 earlier time).  Weigh in starts at 10 a.m. Meet your Committee, prior to the Annual 

 General Meeting. Plus Ian’s raffle as usual. 

 Coffee Morning: October 5th  at 11 am – (subject and speaker to be agreed) 

 Coffee Morning: November 2nd at 11 am – (Malcolm Fowler - Mead 3 - More Making and 

 Tasting) plus Ian’s raffle. 

 CHRISTMAS GATHERING: December 7th at 11 am – Mulled wine, Christmas nibbles and 

 Grand Christmas Raffle. 

 Ann mentioned that all plot holders are Affiliate Members of the National Allotment 

 Society, and as such can access the website www.nsalg.org.uk, where there is also a 

 members’ section. The details of our Login and password are displayed for plot 

 holders’ use, on the noticeboard in the shed.  

  Ann is collecting recipes for the Allotment Recipe Book.  Please forward any to her 

  by email along with a photo. 

                                 

 (i) Report from Committee Member – Peter Brundish                          
 No report 

 
3. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

No other business. 

 
4. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2019 at 7 PM IN THE POTTING 

SHED. 
 

5. The meeting closed at 8.15 pm. 

 
 

 

(Ann Edwards – 16th August 2019) 

http://www.nsalg.org.uk/

