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Blandford Allotment Society 
www.blandfordallotments.co.uk 

Minutes of Zoom Committee meeting held 
On Monday 12th April 2021 

 
 Attendance :  

 Ian Ricketts – Chairman,  
 Virginia Barnard – Webmaster,   
 Barbara Marjoram – Plot allocator,  

 Phil and Carol Williams – Elizabeth Road,   
 Ann Edwards – Social Secretary 

 Annette Baxter – Seed Secretary 
 Apologies:  John Harding – Treasurer, Peter Brundish, Dave Buchan. 
                                                                                                               

1. The Minutes of the meeting dated 7th March 2021 were approved and signed. 
 

2. Matters arising: Erection of the notice board at Elizabeth Road and post are in hand. 
Other issues mentioned have been sorted. 
 

3. Lamperd’s Field Proposed Allotment Move 
Regarding the meeting on Monday 19th April, the Secretary had circulated to all plot 

holders asking them if they would like an invitation to the closed meeting between the 
Blandford Town Council Steering Group and Allotment holders on 19th April 2021.  Also, 
whether they would like to submit a question ahead of the meeting. 

 
About 30 allotment holders responded, wishing to attend. These have received the 

invitation link by email.   About 13 had questions to be submitted before the meeting.  
Both attendees and questions have been forwarded to the Webmaster and the 
Chairman, who in turn will forward to the Town Clerk as soon as possible to meet the 

deadline of 14th April.                                                Action: Chairman 
 

The Secretary also circulated to all plot holders a document relating to Blandford+ 
Neighbourhood Plan, received from the Town Council, and included in that email were 

several links relating to the subject, to try to keep people informed. 
 
It was thought that, as this was an important meeting that members of the Committee 

attending on the night of 19th April should each try to put forward a question of 
relevance and importance.  The referendum on 6th May was mentioned and it was 

hoped that plot holders will use their vote on the day.                 Action: Committee 
The Steering Group Members are: 
Cllr Carter, Cllr Tompsett, Cllr Albery, Cllr Lindsay, Cllr White. 

 
4. REPORTS 

(a) Report from Chairman – Ian Ricketts                          
The water is now back on at both Lamperds Field and Elizabeth Road, and leaking 
troughs have now been replaced.  The Elizabeth Road post has been replaced.  A 

statement from the Chairman had been published in both the Forum Focus and the 
Blackmore Vale Magazine.  Our thanks go to Nicci Brown. 

 
Ian had arranged a zoom meeting with the National Allotment Society Representative 
for Tuesday 13th April.  He needs to check that this is still on.    Action: Chairman 

 
 Should the kitchen be reopened?  It was agreed that, providing government rules stay 

 the same, that May 17th will be the day that the kitchen can be re-opened. 

 Should the gates be closed?  It was agreed that, providing government rules stay the 

 same, that May 17th will be the day that the gates can be closed. 
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 (b)  Treasurer’s Report – John Harding 

 Balance at Lloyds Bank £4007 49, C.I.H. £137.35 (cf last  April  Balance £2735.65, C I 
 H  £286.56 ). So we are in total around a little under £1000 ahead of last year. I was 

 concerned to hear that we may have a water leak which looks like it is costing about 

 £20 a week. Hopefully this will soon be mended.  (Water Board informed.) 

 With the agreement of the Chairman, I have now obtained permission from Lloyds to 
 operate the account fully via the internet. I can now pay any costs or expenses directly 

 into individual bank accounts. 

 (c)   Plot Allocator – Barbara Marjoram 

 With the easing of Covid restrictions, I have started renting available plots. 
 Elizabeth Road site – there are no available plots. 

 Lamperd’s Field – 4 x quarter plots have been rented out and there are now no  
 available plots. 

 For both sites, there remains a waiting list. 
 The majority of plots are in good condition as plot holders have been preparing for the 
 new season.  A small number of plots are in a poor condition.  A plot inspection will 

 take place in May and July.  Any poorly cultivated plots will receive a warning, in line 
 with due process.  If the condition of the plot is not addressed, eviction notices will be 

 served.  Please note that the Council regulations require plot holders to keep plots “free 
 from weeds and in a good state of cultivation and fertility and in good condition”. 
 

  (d)  Phil and Carol Williams – Elizabeth Road 

 No report except for an ongoing litter issue on one of the plots. 

(e) Webmaster – Virginia Barnard - Nothing to report at this time. 

 
 (f ) Report from Dave Buchan - No report. 

 
(g)  Social Secretary – Ann Edwards - See above at No. 3. 
 

(h) Committee Member – Peter Brundish  - Nothing to report. 
 

(i) Seed Secretary – Annette Baxter -  Nothing to report. 
 
 5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS - No other business. 

 
 6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 17th May 2021 at 7 pm at Lamperd’s Field 

 
The meeting closed at 7.50 pm.                       (secretary@blandfordallotments.co.uk)  


