Blandford Allotment Society
Minutes of meeting of Tuesday 18" February 2023 7pm at Lamperd’s Field in the Potting Shed.

Present :- lan Ricketts, Barbara Marjoram, Peter Brundish, Ros Foster, Garry Barker, Phil & Carol
Williams, Annette Baxter.

Apologies :- Virginia Barnard, Dave Buchan.
Previous Minutes

Ros, Treasurer, would like to correct her statement in the previous minutes regarding the BAS
account. The correct figure should have read £4,284.34.

The minutes were then signed off.
Chairman’s report

£48 was raised as a donation to MacMillan in memory Ann Edwards, the BAS added £52 to make
the total £100.

There is a rat problem at Lamperd's Field. They are likely attracted by cooked food being added to
plot-holders compost bins, and then they are taking advantage of any other produce they come
across. Please do not place cooked food into your compost bins.

There was a break-in in February at Lamperd's Field,and small tools and a wheel barrow was taken.
Please be vigilant and try to make it difficult for thieves to find or access your equipment. Also, shut
the gate when entering and leaving the site.

Town Clerk has forwarded to us the result of a meeting between her and the solicitors representing
Wyatt Homes with a number of actions.

Action 1 Supply BAS Constitution and supporting information. Town Clerk to action.

Action 2. Does the BAS informally approve of the proposed new Building? Yes as
previously stated.

Action 3. How many allotment holders are there and have they each signed the Allotment
Garden Letting Agreement? To be discussed at 8" June meeting between TC, BAS Chair, Plot-
allocator and Secretary.

The Allotment Management Agreement mentioned in the communication will also be
discussed at the 8™ June meeting with the TC.

Treasurer's Report

Electrical bill of £10 paid
Tractor Insurance £268 paid
Account currently at £4,485.28

Plot Allocation

The allotment sites have come alive with many allotment holders working on their plots. There are
still some plots that do not appear to have been worked for many months.

As of 15 April 2023 - There are 36 plot holders at Elizabeth Road site and 129 plot holders at
Lamperd's Field site.

We plan to undertake the first plot inspection of the year sometime early May 2023.

Potato Competition will take place on the 2" September.



Seed Secretary
Nothing to report.

Webmaster
Let me know if you are having issues with emails etc.

Wednesday Work Party

General upkeep and maintenance carried out

Weeded hazel coppice at Elizabeth Road as before. Planted snowdrops and foxgloves.
It will be a nice venue for a social/coffee morning when the hazels have grown higher.

Elizabeth Road Representatives - Phil and Carol Williams

Quite a few unkempt plots at ER. This is important as ER is not a Statutory Allotment site and the
busier and well kept it looks the less likely will it become housing estate.

Plot holders are responsible for keeping the grass short on one side of their plot.

Water butts are privately sourced and topped up. If you need a water butt we have some second
hand units for a donation to BAS funds.

Social Secretary

Following a discussion about who has access to the BAS closed Facebook site the Chair and
Webmaster to investigate who has admin rights for new members.

AOB
GB to organize 6 new posts for Elizabeth Road.
On Saturday 10" June Coffee Meeting we have Jack Miles as our Speaker.

An enquiry regarding the replacement of New for Old Greenhouses when Lamperd's Field plot
holders are moved to the new site has not been confirmed.

It has been proposed that a Wonky and Wonderful Vegetable Competition be set up. Anyone who
thinks they have a photogenic wonky or wonderful vegetable should ask a committee member to
photograph it for entry into an end of season competition. The winner will receive a Wonderful
Wonky Award.

Date of next meeting
Tuesday 27" June at 7pm in the Potting Shed.



