Blandford Allotment Society
Minutes of meeting of Monday 21* Aug 2023 7pm at Lamperd’s Field in the Potting Shed.

Present :- lan Ricketts, Barbara Marjoram, Ros Foster, Garry Barker, Phil & Carol Williams,
Annette Baxter, Dave Buchan

Apologies :- Peter Brundish. Virginia Barnard
Previous Minutes

The minutes were signed off as accurate.
Matters Arising

- The chair has had discussion with a plot holder in Elizabeth Road about nuisance behaviour. To
be monitored.

- 6 damaged posts in Elizabeth Road have now been replaced.

- The work to the Standpipes at Elizabeth Road to satisfy Wessex Water has been agreed and will
go ahead after the water is switched off in Sept/October. This work is to be paid for by Blandford
Town Council.

Chair’s report — lan Ricketts

- Virginia Barnard has resigned from the committee but will continue to maintain the website
for the time being. As a result we need an IT literate volunteer who is able to maintain our website
and monitor our other IT and social media issues.

- The Chair and committee would like to thank Virginia for her valuable time, skill and
experience over the last 6 years.

- Potato competition to be held at 10.30am on Saturday 2" September at Lamperd's Field.
- Scarecrow judging to be carried out on Tuesday 29" August on your plots.
- AGM will be at 7PM on Friday 22" September at the Corn Exchange.

- Barbara Marjoram will be standing down after 6 years on the committee and 4 years as Plot
Allocator. Barbara has said that she is happy to continue until the end of the year to support her
replacement. If you think this is a role that would suit you please have a chat to Barbara to find out
what's involved.

- The Chair and committee would once again like to thank Barbara for her years of service to
the committee.

- If anyone would like to join the committee please let us know.

Treasurer's Report — Ros Foster
Lamperd's Field plot holders to pay at the AGM.

Plot Allocation — Barbara Marjoram

Both sites have been busy - 1 plot holder for each Elizabeth Road and Lamperds Field sites have
been evicted. Unfortunately when people have been evicted it means the plot is in a poor state of
cultivation which results in the Wednesday work party having to clear and get the plots ready for a
new tenant.

There are some plot holders giving up at the end of September and therefore no plots will be
allocated to the people on the waiting list until October.



Unfortunately there have been reports of the gate, at Lamperds Field, being left open - we would
remind every plot holder that the Council are very clear regarding this -

Clause B.5.3 of the Council letting agreement require everyone to ‘when entering or leaving the
allotment field to ensure that the gates are closed and all security devices are in place and secured'.
So it is everyone's responsibility to close the gate for security of the site - be that infrastructure,
produce and even self.

Please ignore the little white car that is parked by the brick shed - this is owned by the Council and
is parked there when the Council employee is not at work.

Everyone, that is due one, should have received their renewal and you are encouraged to pay ASAP.
Elizabeth Road plot holders pay Blandford Allotment Society and those at Lamperds Field pay
Blandford Forum Town Council as required by the invoice. Lamperds Field plot holder need to
pay BFTC direct, either by BACS, by cheque posted or handed into the Council offices or by
cash handed into the Council Offices and must not pay into the green box in the shed.

Seed Secretary — Annette Baxter

Kings Seeds catalogues are out and plot holders have been notified. Prices have gone up slightly but
overall Kings still provide good value for money and an excellent choice of varieties.

The deadline for orders and payments is Saturday 7th October, that leaves plenty of time for the
orders to be submitted in time for the Early Bird discounts.

Webmaster

NTR

Wednesday Work Party

The hazel coppice at Elizabeth Road has been weeded.
Elizabeth Road Representatives - Phil and Carol Williams

It is of some concern that some of the plots have not been touched. Note from Barbara's report that
some of these sites will be vacated in October in line with our rental agreements.

It has been noted that some Elizabeth Road residents are using the allotment standpipes. Please
report this if you spot it.

No 4. plot is vacant and the previous occupier has left a lot of rubbish that needs clearing. This
should not be left to volunteers to remove. Suggest we look into what we do about it in future.

Social Secretary — Garry Barker
Suggest we look into ideas to monitor who is not closing the gate.
Garry to improve the sliding mechanism and work with lan on providing user friendly padlock.

AOB
Coffee Morning at 10.30 Saturday 28" Oct

Date of next meeting
Monday 20™ November at 7pm in the Potting Shed.



