
Blandford Allotment Society 

Minutes of meeting of Monday 31st March 2025 at 7pm at Lamperd’s Field in the Potting Shed. 

Present: - Dan Foster, Garry Barker, David Pearson, Mike Hewlett, 

Apologies Peter Brundish, Ros Foster 

 

Previous Minutes 

Minutes accepted as correct by DP and MH 

 

Matters Arising 

- Mike Hewlett met with Will van Hamme. On 19th April will see the launch of the Blandford 

Museum Gardeners Club. A Garden Fete will be arranged at the museum at a date TBC. 

- Trustee Registration Service. GB and RF have not yet met up to decide how to proceed. 

- DP and GB have not yet signed bank papers. Action RF, DP, GB 

 

Chair’s report – Dan Foster 

- Lawn mower needs repairs which has been approved. 

- Burner plot at LF to be swapped with adjacent plot to gain new plot 

- ER 4 gate posts and 6 fence posts need replacing. Action GB to get quotes to carry out 

the work.  

- LF.  We seem to be buying more manure that we are selling by a long margin. Please 

make your payments promptly 

- The external access to the Potting Shed is now locked from the inside 

 

Treasurer's Report – Ros Foster 

 
- The council have recently sent in the invoice for the rent we owe £599.71 which has been paid 

- Tractor insurance has been renewed £278.00 paid  
- Electric bill from Dec - March was £293.91 paid 
- Current Balance £4625.47 
- The new padlocks have been ordered £115 (invoice to be paid).   
- Wheelbarrow wheels, still need to measure and get costings together. Action RF 
- More compost and manure have gone than has been paid for. New signs to be provided at the 

manure sites, saying £1 wheelbarrow and signs for compost saying £4 a bag and provide BACS 
details. Action DF, RF 

- Plots to have plot number signs. Approved. Action RF 

 
- I had a conversation with Shelia Chapman, Town Council last week, she informed me that Dor-

set Council is still sorting out the transfer of Elizabeth Road. The timescales unknown. We may 
know more at our May meeting with BFTC 

 

Plot Allocation – Dave Pearson 



- Lamperd’s Field Allotments – 1 Plot available. 

- Elizabeth Road – 2 plots recently rented out with 9 Plots available. 

 

Seed Secretary – Ros Foster 

 
- Seeds orders, this has been an issue. Again, access to the potting shed has led to individuals giving 

seeds orders out and these not being signed for, causing issues, when emails are sent asking where 
their seeds are. Next year I will be stating that those who want their orders delivered directly to 
them, can pay to do so. Others I will set up a text to all those who order and they will then get a 
message when seed arrive. I will set two dates to collect and use coffee mornings for other dates 
for people to collect. To stop things going missing all seeds must be signed for. 

Elizabeth Road Representative – Garry Barker (temporary)  

- Plot holder 3B has an issue with a neighbouring householder who has built a lean to with an 

18-inch overhang onto their allotment. This is being investigated. BFTC informed and are 

investigating 

- I had hoped that I would be organising work parties to complete the installation of the water 

troughs. Having done a lot of work with the help of volunteers, I have gone as far as I can 

with this project. Therefore, we need someone to take over organising the completion of this 

project. I will be around to help where I can with advice and support and to lend a hand 

where I can.  

- We also need an ER representative on the committee. Please let me know if you can help. 

 

Secretary – Garry Barker 

- Trustee Registration Service. ACTION GB and RF 

- From The Allotment and Leisure Gardener magazine I read about an article for a Water Wise 

Meter that monitors leaks. This would save money in water costs and help the environment, 

I propose to apply for funds to install these at ER and LF. This was approved. Action GB 

- As the fence at ER is not fit for purpose and will need constant repairing, I propose that we 

find money for a replacement.  This was approved. Action GB 

- We have received a request to have a stall at the Green Fair on Saturday 5th July at the 

Arches by the Preetz Bridge. We agreed we did not the resources to contribute and will write 

to decline. 

 

AOB 

Post meeting note 

- The age of those on the working party is over 70. We need some younger members to help 

with help clearing plots and keeping the site tidy. Please, if you would like to get involved 

let me know and I will pass your details onto Barbara Marjoram. 

 

Date of next meeting 

- Monday 2nd June 2025 7pm in the Potting Shed. 

 


